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(1) 


HEBREWS VL 16. 
For Men verily ſwear by the Greater, 


and an Oath for confirmation us to 


them an end of all ſtrife. 


S Almighty God is the Creator, fo 
he 1s alſo the Governour of all 
the World,and hath an unqueſti- 


- onable right to rule over cyery 


_ Creature; He was the Maker,and is the Fudge 


of all the Earth (a). And though he doth _ 


not exerciſe this Power immediately, becauſe 
mortal Men cannot ſuffer the glories of his 
dazling and illuftrious preſence, yet he or- 
dains the Rulers of the World to be his Vice- 
gerents :. 7 here is no Power but of God,the Pow- 
ers that be are ordained of God (b) ; and he ex- 


pects we ſhould be ſubject to them for his aud for © 


25. 


b)Rom:13. 
I 


| Conſcience ſake (c) ; ſince their Authority is of (0/#».s5. 


Divine Original, which the Scripture inti- 
mates, in callig Judges by the name of 
B Gods 


, SR+ 


(2) 


(4) Exod. Gods(d) (a Title commonly given them by 


. 24-28. . : | , 
23 2 be CC Jews) as alſo 1n declaring, They judge not 


ara Ozet m- for Mn, but for the Lord (e); whence one of 


Mw ee the Ancient Fathers brings in Almighty God 
"of GJ: thus \ peaking to the Judges, I have given you 
(c)2 Chron. #zy Honour ny Commiſion, and my Name, tizere- 
Ss. fore do you Judge as I myſelf would do ( f). Yea 

Fab pou It Was Law (g), and Cuſtom (6), both of old 
; TE) xz Tis 111 CilS Nation (as OUr OWN beſt Authors I- 
CN Leto. form us) Toplace the venerable Book of the holy 


Sm xevrer Goſpels before the Tribunal of Juſtice : as an 
thod.Queſt. Emblem, that they judged by his Authority. 
+. os Bur there 1s no clearer evidence of-the Di- 
ales vine O:iginal of Humane Judicatures, than 
Jib.5.c.12- the ſolemn uſe of Oaths, there : Which are a 
C283- plain recognizing God as the Supream Judge 
col.2048. of all, and an Appcal to the High Court of 
| Heaven ; For though the Sovereign of the 
World do communicate his Authority to 

our Magittrates, yet his Attribute of Omni- 

ſcience is incommunicable,; they are capable 

of repreſenting his Perſon, but not able to 

diſcern the hearts and thoughts of others. 

' Wherefore ſince there 1s one part of God's 

| Judicial Perfeftions that no mortal Judge 

Can receive, viz, the knowledge of Mens 


Thoughts, 


('3) 
Thoughts, a point ſo neceſſary, that no in- 
fallible and certain Judgment can be given 
without it: Therefore 1n all Controverſies, 
where the Parties make contrary afhrmarti- 


. ; {i) 6 uctZoy 
ons, there lies an A ppeal to the greater (7) and 4 wn 


higher Judge, that 1s, to God, the greatelt of xrleniic? 
all ; which Appcal being in order to cnd the Comprar 
vum pro Sits 


ſtrife, and to find out which of the contra- j.,1u;vo.ie 
dicting Parties ſpeaks true, is called an Oath, * wn5&- 


and here deſcribed by the Apoſtle, when he 
ſuch, For men verily ſwear by the greater, Q&c. 
And certainly this uſe of Oaths 1s very 
ſacred and molt neceſſary, being a clear ma- 
nifeſtation of God's glory, an evident teſti- 


 mony of the Divine Original of the Magi- 


ſtrates Power, and the great ſupport of the 
adminiſtration of that Juſtice which 1s the 
Bona of all Societies. But yet there are ſome 


| ſo 1gnorant and abſurd as to deny they are 


lawtul, others ſo ſtupid and inconfiderate to 
take them without reverence, and ſwallow 
them as Common things; yea, too many fo 
Impious to uſc them to gain credit to what 
they know to be falſe. For. the redreſs of 
which dangerous Errors and Impicties, 1 
ſuppoſe it will be-a very I and _ 
2 U 


(4) 


ful undertaking upon this Occaſion to ex- 
plain this piece of holy Scripture, | 
For men verily ſwear Q&c. 

Wherein we will firſt confiderthe Apoſtles 
general «efign in this place, which will prove 
the lawfulneſs of Taking Oaths 1n Judicial 
cafes. Secondly, we will obſerve the ſeveral 
particulars contained in the words; which 
repreſcat to us, 1. The nature of an Oarh, 
For men verily ſwear by the greater, 2. The 
reaſon of an Oath, wiz. for Confirmation. 
3. The end and uſe of it m Judgment, to be 
anend of all flrife. And ſince a Religious 
Oath is the toundation of all our Admini- 
ſtrations of Juſtice, the main Iinge upon 
which all theſe Controverfres turn, the only 
ſecurity that the Reverend Judges, the Jurors, 
and the Witneffes do give, that they will 
ſpeakand a&t uprightly: doubtleſs no Sub- 
5z& can be more fuitable or advantagious 
for this time and place; which therefore we 
willprofecute m our propofed Method. 

- Firſt, We confider the Apoſtles general de- 
fign, andthe occaſion of bringing in thefe 
words here: And we may obſerve;He is here 
-perfwading the Hebrews to imitate their Piouts 
| a An- 


(s) 


Anceſtors, in relying on the Truth of God, 
exhorcing them ?o be followers of them, who by 


Faith and Patience inherited the Promiſes, v. 1 2. 


adding,that the Promiſeit felf was worthy to 
be truſted, becaufe it had the higheſt and 
moſt ſolemn confirmation imaginable, being 
ſecured by the Oath of God, and thar no com- 
mon Oath neither. Not ſuch as the Poers 
feign the Heathen gods rook, whom Lafan- 
tius derides for their ſwearing by the Stygiar 
Lake, a thing mearier than themfelves (4 ). 
But as Sovereign Pririces having no equal in 
their Kingdom whoſe witneſs can add an 
Authority to their folemn Acts, conchule 
chetn with a Tefte meipſo, and are witneſſes ro 
themſelves: fo the King of Kings, when he 
made the Promiſe to Abraham , becauſe he could 
ſwear by no greater, ſware by himſelf,Ver.13,t4, 
T5. Confirming his promiſe (ſuth Phiho) by an 
Oath worthy of | ae therefore he did not 
ſwear by any other, becauſe there was none preater 


(k)Latarr. 
Initit. 1. 
C.1I, 


Nor better than he (1). And-ket any {hould a Philo Te- 
object, What nced was there for the God of 55 *"eor- 


Truth to fwear, whozs fo far from being made 
more credible by an Oath (as the fame Philo 
notes) that he only makes an Oath th be firm(m) 


/5 
and 


1.2.pag. 98. 


(m)Philo de 
ſacr.Cain & 
Abel,p.146- 


(n) Ambre/. 
de cod. 1.1: 
P-147. 


(6) 

and (as S. Ambroſe ſpeaks) He alor> is the Judge 
of them that Swear,and the Avenger of them that 
Swear falſly (%). Therefore the Apoſtle pre- 

vents that ſcruple, in the words ot the Text, 
by declaring thatan Oath was not neceflary 
with reſpect to God, who made the Promiſe, 
but in compliance to Men who. were to re- 
ceive it ; incondeſcenſion to their infirmity, 
He was content to imitate humane Cuſtoms, 
and-to give the ſame ſecurity for his own 
cruth, which men arc wont to give for theirs, 


' For men verily ſwear by the greater, ©c. that is, 
| Thisis the way (faith our Apoſtle) by which 


men confirm things uncertain, this 1s the me- 
thod they uſe to conclude, mon avlnoyiny, 


all doubtful Controverſies where one affirms 
what the other denies, the higheſt and beſt 
Means they have to cnd this ſtrife (which 0- 
therwiſe would not ceaſe) 1s to: make the Par- 
tics ſwear by the Name of God. And the 
Divine Majeſty was pleaſed to take. our mea- 
ſures in tranſacting his Covenant with us, for 
heſwear to confirm 1t,, not-by a greater 1n- 
deed (as we do) becauſe there was no greater, 
but by himſelf. 'Gen.xx11.16. By my ſelf have 
I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, &c. and upon plus 

|  Abra- 


(7) L 

Abraham did believe the Pronuſe, and fo 
ought we alſo. 2 

Now from the words thus explained we 
infer, That it is lawful for Chriſtians to uſe an 
Oath for confirmation in ſolemn Caſes. We ſce 
that God did take an Oath, and if Oaths were 
evil in themſelves, "tis certain God would not 
ſwear (0), ſince he can neither do nor be tem- — 
pted to do ev1l, Zames 1.13. yea his SWEATING, efer jurare 
certa1 ily proves, is good in its own nature: Pfis De- 


minus non 


and His Oath being deſigned to comply with wafer. 


humane cuſtom, as a confirmation of the Decret. 12. 
Truth of his Word ona great and juſt occa- . og 
ſion ; by this Imitation and deſign,God hath 
ratified and approved our ſolemn uſe of 
Oaths in deciding differences. This one Att 
of his declaring it lawful to fwear in all ſuch 
caſcs. Belides,the Apoſtle here relates the ufc 
of Oathsin Judgment, fuppoſing it univer- 
ſally practiced by Gentiles, Fews, and Chrifti- 
ans at that time; for he faith (not ye Hebrews 
ſwear, or ye (before your Converſion) did 
ſwear; but) Men verily ſwear,9c. that 1s, all 
Men do it now.Nor doth he on this occaſion 
Ive any intimation either of his diſlike of 
this general cuſtom, or thatit was not to be 
| allowed 


| (8) 
allowed to the Chriſtians ſo to do: wherefore 
we may conclude from his recording this 
nſage without making any exception to it, | 
and his juſtifying ir from the example of God 
himſelf, that the Apoſtle did allow and ap- 
prove this uſe of Oaths. | 
But our obſtinate Adverſaries, without 
conſidering how to anſwer theſe Arguments, 
will preſently object, That Chriſt ſaith, Swear 
not at all, Math. V.34. and S. Fames adds, A4- 
bove all things,my Brethren,Swear not,Jam.V 12. 
* as alſo that ſome of the Ancients, as well 
Heathens as Chriſtians, ſeem by ſome pickt 
Sentences to forbid all uſe of Oaths. 
To which I ſhall reply, That ſince'tis im- 
pious to ſuppoſe thoſe Scriptures can contra- 
dict this Text, 1t 1s reaſonable to believe, that 
ſome other kind of Swearing 1s there forbid- 
den, and not that which is commended here ; 
and 1t-15 very plain to unprejudiced Men,thar 
our Sav1our 1s ſpeaking of no other Oaths, 
but thoſe uſed in common diſcourſe, for the 
next words arc, but fet your communication be 
yea,yea, nay, nay, VEr.Z7. Which ſhews, he was 
treating only of Oaths in our ordinary Com- 
muvcation, which might be wholly pre- 
vented 


t») 
vented, if m our common talk we barely. 
affirmed things by a-plain yea,or yes, or bare- - 
ly demed them by Wm nay;Or no: andthe 
inſtances he gives of ſwearing by Heaven, by 
Earth, by Feruſalem, and by their Head, ver.34, 
35,36. were all of chat ſort of Oaths which 
the Fews uſed ih their uſual diſcourſe, and not 
one of them was ever uſed in Judgment, 
where they only ſwear by the living God, Math. 
xxV1i.63. Indeed the Phariſees, to take the 
7ews off from the wicked cuſtom of ordi- . 
nary Swearing by Gods Name, did allow 
them in their common-talk to ſwear by theſe 
leſſer things, perfuading them there was lit- 
tle dangerin them, and no great obligation 
by. them, Math.xx11.16, &c. Bur Feſus re- 
proves this falſe gloſs of the Third Com- 
mandment, declaring, thatin our Commu- 
nication one with another we muſt not ſwear _ 
at all, neither by God nor the Creatures ; for 
1n our uſual diſcourſe a bare Yes or No is e- 
nongh, and whatever is more, comes from 
Either the evil cuſtom'of the Speaker, or the 
evil and jcalous temper of the Hearer. And 
S.Fames only repeats and applics his Maſters 
words, warning the Chrifhans to take great 
heed they did notule that liberty yo 
| - by 


% 


(40) 
by the Fewiſh falſe Teachers, to ſwear in their 
uſual talk by Heaven, or by Earth, or any 0- 
ther Oath; -but to. be ſure always to affirm 
what was to' be affirmed by a plain, Yea, and 
deny what was to be denied by a fingle,Nay ; 
| left they fell under Gods candemnation for 
(7) Jam.5. profaning his Name (p); or{as ſome of the 
12. 6:3 belt Copics read) Left by a common careleſs uſe 
ar alis libr. of Qaths, they fall into that accurſed Hypocrifie 
"£4. k- of binding raſh and falſe words with Oaths, as 
raſmVerſ. caftomary Swearers ſe to do; This is all can 
be fairly. inferced from theſe two places, 
and therefore we conclude, they forbid only 
Common Swearing, and not thar Rehgious 
and Solemn Swearing in _ which 
this Apoſtle here approves andcommends.. 
 Andrthe Practice of the beſt Chriſhans a- 
 bundantly aſſures us, 1t was never believed 
tharfolemn Oaths on great Occaſions were 
forbidden the Goſpel. This! Apoftte:S.Paul, 
who certainly knew his Maſters mimd (fath S. 
(4) Apoſtolu Auguſtine) did Swear (q); tar his ſaying in 
a weaghty caſes, God'is my witneſs, RomJ.9. and, 
rum Dominiz Behold, before God I lie not, Galatl.20. are as 
5 Aus Plain Oaths (in that Father's Opinion) as can 
»Ep.Galat. be ſpoken. And though the Primuive Chri- 
*#.1 faansrefuſed to Sweat bythe Emperors Genius, 
or 


(11) | 
or by any of the Demons, ſince thereby they 
had acknowledged. them to be gods; yer 
Tertullian faith expreſly, But we alſo ſwear, By - 
the Emperors Safety (r), that is, by God, who Trial: 


. f Saba . x» Apol.cap.32. 
is the Author of 1t. *Tis certain the Chriſti- »1s. es 


ans were Souldicrs under Heathen Emperors, + 

and yet they could not be lifted without ta- 

king an Oath, which was given to the Soul- 
diers1till, even when the Emperors were be- 

come Chriſtian, only with ſome alteration _ 
in the form; For then they ſwore, By God, \,, 
and Chriſt, and by the Holy Ghoſt, By the Ma- 

jeſty of the Emperor, which next to God 1s to be (,\yegerius 
loved and: honoured of all (s). And: Optatus, 4 re Milits 


who lived at the ſame time, ſaith, God 7s wort: dy ab 


to be named by Men in ſwearing to confirm the c_ 370. 
n anci pp et ) Optatr. 
Truth (t). An ancient and genuine Synodical (7/OPrat- 


Epiſtle, written from the Orthodox Biſhops paz. 58. 
about Alexandria, 41.339. declares, That the judo . gi : 


Chriſtan People there bound theſe Biſhops Bin.Tow.1- 
by Oath,to chooſe Athanaſizs for their Paſtor ?-1249:493- 
| ; ; . (w) 1bid.. 
(z), and mentions Euſebius: of Nicomedza, ,,,o,. 
accuſing the ſud Athanaſius, and ſweating to (*) Memes 


the Accuſation (w). And the ſame Holy watuer # 


Confeſlor, Athanaſius, 1n his Apology tothe 4, om 
Emperor, clears himſelf by an: Oath from 4%: «4 

; a onſtant. 
thoſe Slanders (x). Theophronius,a Chriſtian: Tom.l. pag. 


'C 2 Biſhop, 57+ 


(Py - 
| Kot oki Cankt Faith in the 
(7) Binius, Biſhop, begins his Confeſſion of po —+aacn 
Tenl.p#.1. Council of Antioch, An. 34t. with ve Bi. 
pe gre. » Oath(y). S neſins likewiſe, a Primitive Bi- 
pony he < fen Arbitrator in- > certain 
m0 Xe01v (6- n 
01x Ani, Sage kes one of the Parties who 
Synel.Epif. Controverſie, makes e - ne preteen 
67.Þ4g.213s f the Epiſcopal Order, bind his Promiſe 
(a)Hieron, WAS of the Ep I 1 fol; | 
adverſ.ſoh. by an Oath( Z ).  S.Fierom relates the fo I" 
rierofol:  Oaths, wherewith 7obn Patriarch of Feruſaley: 
5" (2), and Ryffmns(b), did confirm "their Aﬀer- 
()Llem adv, ti FA $: an q thou oh both theſe were-fi1s Ad- 
won verfaries, and he bitterly inveighs agarnſt 
7-323 them for finall Crimes, yet he blames them 
(e)Hicron, yearing: and he alfoobſerves, thar 
Zpift.go. not for Swearing : BC Kan 
Tom.2-p4g. S. Augaſtine (wears to confirm an' Afﬀertion, 


TY <4 yet never checks him for it, _— = 
. +. « CERES. .> 7 . . | : 1 . 
(4)Socrates then angry with him (c). | A whole _ 
biſtor lib.5.. of Biſhops judging Sabatius unworthy of the 
CAP, 2C. PI + - | EF CED $22" [ne oh fo 
4 4} vol Epifcopal dignity, made him ſwear, _ wo 
(e) Collar. accept it (d). And the Moderator of 8 JC 
Eh me Conterence at Carthage, between the Ortho- 


Bin.Tom.t. doxand the Donatiits, AP ſ __ iy 
P8645 Holy Trinity, he will judoe impartially (e). 
CP Oe, x q A, dins nd mn 
Dei Omnipo- Yea, thie- Civil Laws of Arca: 41 
romp nomine d&cree ſevere penalties to them we rr d 
—t PP_-.- | | us: 

falmemÞrix-not ftand to thoſe Agreements which they 


cp, © had confirmed by an Oath,cither by the Name. 


Ar mationem 24 : A ut 
initarmjn.. of God, or by the ſafety of _ ar ag (f). An 
rauerinr &; paitionum, Cod: 7uſtin.1.,2.tit.4-P1.41 85 quis; 1t 


TR (13) 
11-r1C | 
rightly (g). By = GS determine up- 
. IC, and 1NUMer; : 
A (which we have prongs G - _—_ 
EC elt oletan. 
pears, that the or of Jater date) it clarks wy An. 653 ; 
Fo | "ny | e Primitive Chriſtian 46 ” 1p- Bin. Tom. 2. 
olemn Oaths lawful | s did think 092-7484 
them: Nor were? i OY 
pens OR O_—_ forbidden by the 
they indeed whe (ade only Pagan Oaths (h),; $0 
communi uſed them were to be E 7 
municated. But none | O be Fx Balil. ag. 
thac Chriſtian Oar NE CVCT pretended Can.81.ap. 
True God ENS by the Name-of tl: > Bevereg. 
d were forbidden by t] the Tom.2p:13. 
>in, ewo Fanatick Monks urgor 94. 
m being in Scortand "fuſed - SC Rf 
EGlIAancec Eid 55s to twea gon 7% 
ins was a _ Colir,on Pretence, ibied 
bfboctives had Swe Gofpel(?; chough theſe OFrere 
O worn 70) the R | O . licum Y&Ce-- 
rders before: And-a li ulesof their pun}; 
of Caftellion had ag. _ _ the-Monks {r. Simeon: 
"4g Mme 1cruples 5 Dunelm. - 
were awful tor them to S ples, whether it 1.x, cap.22: 
ſame Tex wear, alledoing-th 
mepmathd cs and Reafons that our we . 
Anſwer ihe. , as may appcar by Foros: 
Popiſh Epc EM (4)... Wherefore: tt 5 fre 
. P Enthuſiaſts d oa 5 from: &) Decre-- 
\hans. that , and not Primitve Chri tal. lib. 2. 
A F i -OUr eluded Quak e rs] " Hit. 2.4.C4Þ. - 
C a} SWCAring. Earn tO re- Erſi Chri- 
2 | Bur ſtus,a1.894;. 


(14) 
Bat this ſhort.and clear account of the 
Senſe of - Holy Scripture, and the Opi- 
nion and Practice of the beſt Chriftans 
may abundantly fatisfic -all that are un- 
prejudiced, That Solemn Oaths in Judg- 
ment, are not only very lawtul, but uſctul' 
and neceſſary, and have been uſed by all 
Men of all Religions as moſt Sacred things: 
For Menwerily ſwear,G&c.that is,all Mendo fo, 
and God imutates the uſe, and:S.Paxl records 
It with approbation. Yet, that Mens irreve- 
rent taking, and impious breaking of Oachs, 
may not prejudicethis uſctul Inſtitution, nor 
be an offence to ſuch as are really tender ; I 
ſhall paſs from this proof of the Lawtulacſs 
of Swearing in general, to conſider the Par- 
ticulars of the Text: wherein, _ 
Firſt, the nature of an Oath 1s implied 1n 
theſe words, —xp Ti wito@® jwoyn* For Men 
verily ſwear by the greater. Whence it appears, 
thatan Oathis an Appeal to a Higher Power, 
to One Greater in knowledge, who fees if 
we deceive, and cannot be deceived; to one 
Greater in Integrity and Truth, who will nor 
conmyve at Falihood, nor reſpect Perſons; to 
one Greater in Power, who can as cafily pu- 
mſhas find out Perjury, and caſt the Perjur'd 
| _ wretch 


(15) 
wretch into Hell Fire: wherefore every Oatlr 
ought to be' made by the Supream Being, 
Ns all that define it, ſay, it is, 7he calling God 
to witneſs (I). The giving God for the ſecurity of QX<ras 
our Fidel ty (m); and isnot to be ufed, but on- 2x. ateg. = 
ly when our words cannot be made certain with- Cee eee 
out calling in the Divine Majefty (n). And Nazanz. - 
hence itismadea Duty, and reckoned a part =#udeult 
of Religious Worſhip, to Swear by the True Mir 
God; Dewt.v1. 13. and becauſc Oaths in Judi- AnHet.. 
cature were always made by Gods Name, © © 
therefore ſuch'an Oath 1s called, An Oath of 
the Lord, Exod.xx11 11. and fome think Sclo- 
mon gives the Oath of Allegiance that Name, 
whenhe bids us obey the King; becauſe of the 
Oath of -God, Ecclcſ.vni.2.. Indeed all Nati- 
ons arc wont to ſwear by their proper gods ; 
fo that there is the ſame .varicty in Mens 
Oaths, thar is, in their Religion. In the Eeague 
between Hannibal and the King of Macedon,, - 
they fwear by above Twenty fevcral gods of 
Afric and Greece (0). And 1n an'older gene- ot ng Fa 
ral League among all the Greczan Cities, e- $65Dbig 


ge = - 7 (p)T2s &m- 
very place was totake their Country Oath, and —_ "xſl 
ſwear-by the greateſt Deity of their own City (p). gs ne ” 


So the: Heathen Poet requires the Jew to Regus midewe 
ſwear tolum by Archialus, that is, as the Ro- biſtl.gs. 
. | mans 


(9) —jur4 
per Anchia- 
Jum. 


Martial, 
4.11,ep.60. 


(r)Digeſt. 


lib. 5. Tet. 


De juram. 
Tus Greco- 
Rom. T1; 


p47 119. 


(s,Gen.3Ies 
54-. 
(t)1r Kings 


V.31. 


Ss aram te- 
mens juraret, 


Cicero pro 
Flacco. 

(u)Contin- 
gens ipſa ſi- 


mmulachra & 


pulvinarsa 
Deorum. 


Tuſtin.hiſr. 
8.24 


they too 


ſwear falſly: And we make God himſelf che 


(16) 
mans falfly pronounced, by the living God; 
; Rm EZR(q) And the Chriſtians made 
the Jews ſwear by the Hebrew Names of 
God, Adonati, Sebaoth, Elohim, &c;(r). And 
from this belicf, That in an Oath a man ap- 
pealed to the God he worſhipped, ſprang the 
cuſtom -of Sacrificing , when Men did fo- 
Icemnly Swear (c). And the uſe of going into 
the cs Ke and touching the Altars, when 
a Religious Oath (z), to put them 
in mind they.werean the immediate pceſence 
of that God by whom they ſwore. To which 
end allo the Gentiles ſometimes in ſolemn 
{ſwearing touched the Images of their gods. 
(z). Whence the Papiſts (the groſs Inuca- 
tors of Pagan Superſtition) have derived 
their Swearing upon the Reliques and Images 
of their Saints, to whom they do by this 
Act give the honour due to God only. As 
for us, We ſwear by no other Name, but on- 
ly by tae Name of G OD, laying our hands 
uponthe Holy Bible, becauſc all the Prom . 
{cs made to 7ruth, and the Curlcs againſt Per- 


- ary, are written there ,devoting-our ſclyes to 


want all the good therein promafed, and to 
ſuffer all the evil theren threatned , if we 


ſole 


(17) 

ſole Judge of that, to whoſe Omniſcience, 
Truth, and Ommipotence , we appcal, as. 
knowing our heart, and call on lum as the 
Witneſs of our Truth. So that this kind of 
Swearing 1s an Act of Religion, a part of Di- 
vine Worſhip, and was anciently called by 
the name of Religion it ſelf (w), and had the 0) 7wjn- 
Title of Sacramentum : For there 1s no way 9 ner 
in the World by which we do more honour 7*4gio/s. 
the Wiſdom and Power, the Juſtice and 5 Yo 
Truth of God, than by this higheft Appeal ; Primun mi 
and therefore it is a part of his Honour, - 
which he will not give to any other, nor can giv. Senec. 
we ſwear by any Creature without being #295: 
guilty of Idolatry ; the Creatures are our 
Fellow-ſervants, and not enough above us to 
be the objects of our ſolemn Oaths : For 
Men verily ſwear by the Greater, Gc. 

Now from this account of the nature of 
an Oath we infer two things:Firſt, That Oaths 
arca part of that Religious Worſhip due on- 
ly to God, and ſo it 1s not lawful to ſwear 
by the Creatures. The Phariſees of old per- 
mitted 1t, out of- a pretended Reyerence to 
the Name of God; bur Chriſt and S. Fames 
both forbid it. As for the Heathens that 
worſhipped the Creatures, no wonder if 

D they 


Cx) Apol- 
lon. ap.Phi- 
loftr. 1.6. 
C4p.9, 


(18) 
they ſwore by them ; but it was a filly Su-. 
perſtition in Socrates, to ſwear by any thing 


he ſaw, asa Dog, or a Gooſe, &c. that ſo he 


might ayoid ſwearing by thoſe he eſteemed 
gods, as Apollonius makes the excuſe for hum 
(x): and the Ignorance of the Mahometans 
may make ſome Apology for their Swearing 
by ordinary. Beings, fince their great Pro- 
phet ſwears in Iis Alcoran, By the Wind and 
Clouds, by the Stars, and by Mount Sinal : 
But who can cxcuſc Chriſtians for this wick- 
ed Cuſtom of ſwearing by the Creatures in 
ordinary diſcourſe, contrary to Chriſt's ex- 


- preſs Precept? I am ſure Tertulfian reckons 


()Conſue- theſe kind of Oaths to be one ſort of Idola- 


tudinn vits- 


am. dicere 
mehercule, 
ut medius 


dente 1gno- 
» A 
TAntia quo- 
rundam qui 
#7norant juſ- © 


Jurandum 


efſe per Hcer- 


culem. 


try (y); and the Cuſtom is both fooliſh and 
impious, Fooliſh, becauſe they fwear by that 
which 1s leſs, or not greater than themſelves, 
whuch neither knows if they Forſwear, nor 
can puntth their Perjury ; Impious, becaule it 
oives Divine honour toa Creature : a Sin fo 
groſs chat the later Rabbins do condemn it, 
and one of them ſrys, He that ſwears by any 


Tertul.1et. thing beſides the Name of God, ſhall be rooted 


c21.P48:98. out of the Torld (Z ). 
(z) Moles Oy __ \ 


Mikotzis 


So that we may well 
ſuppoſe cheſe vain and wicked Oaths among 


Precep. aff. Chriitians, are Reliques of Pagan Idolatry, 
By. - 


that 


(19) 

that have continued ever ſince the Creatures 
were worlhipped as gods; as the ſwearmg 
by Saints and Angels 1s a remnant of Popiſh 
Superſtition, introduced by thoſe who firit 
gave them Divine honour, and therefore to 
be utterly rejected by us, together with 
choſe Evil Principles upon which they began. 

Secondly, we infer from the former de- 
ſcription of an Oath, That when we do 
Swear by the Holy Name of GOD, we 
ſhould do it with all the folemnity of a 
Grave and ' Religious Reycrence, remems 
bring 1t 1s an Addreſs to one infinitely 
Greater than ourſelves, even to the God we 
daily worſhip. We ought to think upon 
his Al-ſeeing Eye, his Almighty Arm, and 
his utter dereſtation of all Falſhood ; we 
ſhould conſider well the Glory of hisMajeſty, 
the Infiniteneſs of his Wiſdom, the Exactneſs 
of his Truth, the Severity of his Juſtice, and 
the Terror of his Wrath ; and this would 
make us call him to Witneſs even the moſt 
certain Truth with holy Fear and Reve- 
rence; This would inſtruct us, not 70 be raſh 
with our Mouths, nor haſty to utter any thing be- 
fore God, whois in Heaven, and we upon the 


Earth, Ecclcſ. V. 2. 'Tis evident, that all 
D 2 Nati- 


Ca )Julius 
Firmic.pref, 
ad 7. lib, 
Math. 


{b)Maimon. 
rz746t.Sheb. 


cap.II. 
Moſes Mi- 
kot7.precep. 
aff 123+ 
(c) Idem 
pracep. Ne- 


£41,241 + 


(20) 
Nations have fo fully believed the Sacred- 
ncfs of an Oath, that they have endea- 
voured to make it as Solemn and Venerable 
as they could. Orpheus impoſed an Oath 
upon his Scholars (not to reveal the Secrets 
of his Art to Protane Ears) with all the Au- 
thority which Religions Terror could give it (a); 
It would be too tedious to reckon up all 
the Religious Ceremones by which the 
Gentiles made their Oaths Sacred: their 
uſe of Prieftsand 7emples, Altars and Sacri- 
fices, on this Occaſion, were all intended to 
reach Men that Golden Precept of Pytha- 
g0ras, Ei8s"Oprxa* To Reverence an Oath, and 
to mind them, that they did Swear by a 
Greater than themfelyes. It may ſuffice to 
remark that among the Fews (who had no- 
thing in higher citeem than the Book of 
the Law) He that took an Oath was to land 
p, and take the Book of the Law in his hand, 
and to Swear by the moſt Holy Name, or ſome 
other Name of God in the form of Invocation, 
or Execration, out of his own Mouth , or out of 
the Mouth of the Fudge (b). And they ſay, 
this 1s as much as if they ſwore by all that 
1s written in that moſt holy Book (c). In 
hike manner the Chriſtians in ſolemn Swear- 


ng 


(21) 
_ Ing were wont to lay their Hands upon the 

Holy Goſpels, a Cuſtom at leaſt as ancient 

as the Emperor 7uftinians Time , who men- 

tions 1it in Iis Laws(d); and he himſelf 1s (alert 
recorded to have held the Goſpels in his evehwies | 
hand whule he made a Publick Oath, Ar.535 Fit. Au- 


(e); and that this was a Cuſtomuniverfally t#+nt. colar, 


, _ 
it. 7. 


obſerved in thoſe days, may be ſeen by di- | Sos + 
vers Inſtances in Procopis ( f ), And thus Cp.1p.176, 
Rite hath been uſed ever fince, the Perſon <P: 
who Swears being to ſay , As God ſhall help 535. p.91. 
me, and the Contents of this Book: which 1s ſo U ye 
oreat and dreadful a Wiſh, that none who 1.2. p.12r, 
underſtand and conſider 1t can ſpeak it © 2-137 
without trembling; for fince all our hopes 

of Heaven depend upon Gods help and the 

Promiſe of the Holy Goſpel, We thus de- 

vote our Souls to Damnation if our Aſſcr- 

tions be not true. And for this cauſe due 

Care ſhould be taken in alt Courts of Judi- 

cature , that Oaths ſhould be adminiſtred 

with all Gravity and Religious Reyerence, 

and, if poſſible, by thofe of the greateſt Au- 

thority preſent. Since the outward Solem- 

nities in all Religious Acts have a nughty 
influence on the Mind , and do tend to 

make Men perform them more ſeriouſly _ 


(22) 
devoutly. Yea, it ought to be conſidered, 
Whether the {light and irreverent giving of 
Oaths (too common in our Courts of U- 
ſtice ) do not give Ignorant and Evil men 
too much occaſion, to think the breaking of 
them to be a light matter : it would bean 
infinite Scandal, if we ſhould ſay our Pray- 
ers, or reccive the Sacrament inſo haſty and 
flight a Manner; yet an Oath as a part of 
Gods immediate Worſhip, as well as Prayer 
and Sacraments , and this is as direct an Ad- 
dreſs to God as cither of thoſe; yea, we may 
reckon this the more dreadful, ſince there 
we only make Applications to his Mercy, 
here we devote our fclves to his Juſtice; fo 
that our Oaths ſhould be made as ſolemnly 
as our Prayers. And here I can but ob- 
ſerve the Piety of the Ancients, who-Or- 
dained, Oaths ſhoxld be taken Faſting. A Rite 
of equal Piety and Antiquity , for Abimelech 
and Iſaac had their Federal Feaſt over Night 
(ſaith the Text) They roſe early in the Morning 

' and ſware one to another, Gen. xxv1.31. as be- 
ing then Faſting, and fit for this great Act 
O Rewgpon. And it 1s probable, the fre- 
quent uſe of Oaths in Judgment , was the 
cauſe why of Old all Judicial Enquuzes - 


WEIG 


; (23) 
were made in the Morning: Execute Juds- 
ment in the Morning, ſaith Jeremy (g); and, (93-27 
Wo be to that Land ( ſaith Solomon, ) whoſe 6 
Princes Eat in the Morning (h), that is, before ©) Eccleſ: 
they have fat in Judgment. Socrates alſo _—_ 
was wont to fay, The Evening is for Feaſts , 
the Morning for doing Fuſtice 7) Yea, there (i) Veſpere 
is an Ancient Gallican Law of Charles the Jew" 
Great, which Commands, That Ccurts of cium. m—_ 
Fuſlice ſhall be holden Faſting (k), that fo - me: $0- 
both the Givers and Takers of Oaths mi#hr (k) Plivinum 
be ſerious, and fit for this ſo Solemn picce '*77* Gomes 
of Religion. And, becaufe Matrimony it 9. 
ſelf 15a Religigus Oath, therefore our Old Cpit. 7.3- 
Canons fixed the celebration of it to be be- I þ = _— 
rween the Hours of Eight and Twelye; that $03.1 * 
ſo the Parties might make that Oath i their 
Faſting-Spittle (1), as the words of the Ca- (1) $ne4. 
nonare. All which ought to inſtruct and _ 
admoniſhh thoſe in Power," to Reform as pd ' a 
much as in them lies, the ſcandalous and £97 2- 
miſchicyous Corruption of flight giving *** 
Oaths in Judgment, and to reduce this 
piece of Religion to its due Eftecm amongſt 
us. | 

Secondly , The Text informs us of the 
Reaſon of an Oath, or the Cauſe which 


INOVCS 


(24) 
moves a Man to take it; which is, that it 
may be («s &:Ca/vm) For Confirmation. The . 
Heart of Mans deep and decerttul, ſo that 
none but only God knows whether mens 
Words and Hearts agree: And Evil men 
(being aſſured no Mortal can diſcoyer their 
Thoughts) hence preſume, for Gain, or to 
favour a Friend , yea to hurt a Foc ſome- 
times, to ſpeak what they know to be falſe. 
But though no Man can diſprove them, the 
_ Godof Truth ſees their Hearts; And there- 
fore All Nations have uſed to enjoyn Men, 
. tocall upon the All-ſeeing God to atteſt the 
Truth of what they ſay, with a wiſh of de- 
ſtruction to Themſelves, if tie Divine Ma- 
jeſty , who knows their Thoughts, do not. - 
allow their Words for Truth. And be- 
cauſe it may well be ſuppoſed, none will 
dare todo this open Afﬀront to the God of 
Heaven, nor expoſe themſclves to his Ven- 


Gm) T1 m- Zeance, who will diſcover, and can deſtroy 


them if they ſpeak falſly : Therefore an Oath 


vr wreed- 15 the moſt ſolemn Confirmation of what we af- 


firm in doubtful Caſes, the readieſt way to gain 


Philo, de Credit to our Words, and the moſt Sacred ſecurity 
Sacr. Cain we can give for our Truth and Veracity (m). 


Hence Philo calls 1t, The firmeſt Pledge of our 
| Fidelity : 


(25) 
Fidelity: and Diodorus Siculus, The greateſt - 

urance of Faith among Men. | Our Anceſtors 
(faith Cicero): eſteemed no Bond ſo ſure to bind 
us to be Faithful, as an Oath ; the Law of the 
Twelve T ables ſhews this, the Sacrifices, and 
the Leagues by which we bind our ſelves to be - 
true to our very Enemies, ſhew it (n). And oa 
this is the Reaſon why. all the World hath © © 
uſed Oaths in Judicature, to be as a Pledge . 
aad Security for the Truth of that Evi- | 
dence given there, upon which all Cauſes - | 
uſually depend. And though ſome might 
ſpeak the Truth there without an Oath, as 
many good Men would perform their. Pro- 
miſe withqut a' Bond ; yet the difficulty of 
diſcerning honeſt Men from Hypocrites , 
makes this Caution neceflary : And all Wit- 
nefles in Judgment are required to ze ar 
Oath for Confirmation of what they fay (0), (M9 tus 
unleſs their peculiar Charater give them wenely m/s 
ſuch credibility as to exempt them; on #935%.- 
which ground Fupiters Prieſts of Old, and paar 
che Chriſtian Clergy in the Middle times, as "FEE 
alſo the Nobility in Our days, have been ex- 
cuſed from Formal Oaths, as I could cafily 
prove. But generally, Oaths are thought 
{o neceſſary 11 Judgment, that in the Ola 

; G - Canons 


(26) 


Canors, it is the ſame thing to ſet dowa the . 

Days m which no Oaths ſhall be caken ,. and 

to fix the Times when no Cauſes ſhall be 
p)Vide Tried : So that the firit Orginal of our 
w_ ſ Non-Term and Vacation m Law Procecdings 
c.119-393: AFe derived from the Canons which pro-. 
+pmares hibit the Uſe of Oaths at thoſe Tumes ( p). 
ent 2% Butto proceed; Snice an Vat is fo Solcnn 
Wocr. , a Confirmation 6f our Truth, by calling God 
+ +: whhh ' to Witneſs, the Pythagoreans allowed none: 
Nee dew in to Swear 1m Light matters, _ not 1n 
raft, 7 a trifling Action for a finall-Debr (g); and 


Elo. Chenin , a Philoſopher-of that Sect, choſc 
(975 rather to pay three Talents unjuſtly, than 
weir" to free himſelf by an Oath (r). Which 
Herocles. Example may juſtly ſhame many Chrilti- 
(©) 5% ans, who trouble our Courts, and engage 
Sacraments TNANy to Swear on far l:{s occaſion. Again, 
” —_ * the fame Pythagoreans permutted none to 
nullam pro» SWEAT concerning Things contingent; fu- 
barionem ture and uncertain; affirming, it was net- 
jt colt /;. ther fit nor ſafe to Swear in ſuch Caſes(s). 
venerit, The Grecian Laws alſo admitted none to 
<2 gs Swear whar they heard by Hear-fay only : 
Capitular. And the Ar.ctent Germans ſuffered not an 
7:12-119: Oath to be taken , but when there was no 
it.8c.16. R 
An.630. other way of finding out the Truth (2). 


For 


TW} 

For ſince eyery Man that Swears, pawns his 
Soul in Secutity for his Integrity, this ought 
not to be required but in weighty Caufes, 
'nor to be taken but on Sure grounds. This 
3s aMans laſt Security for his Truth, andif 
he once falſifie this, none can ever 'Trult 
him after, no. Bond can hold him : Which 

our Noble King Henry the Firſt well knew, 

when he generouſly refuſed the Popes baſe 
Offer to Abſolve him from his Oath, faying, 
Who will ever truft another bereaſter , when they 

fee by my Example, an Abfolution can make void - 

the higheſt Bond of Faith (u). Now , from ()Eadmeri 
this account 'of the Reaſon of Taking an nog _— = 
Oath, zo be for Confirmation, we ſhall draw this 
Inference; - | e#s..; 

That it 1s a huge Folly, anda great Im- 
piety, to uſe 0aths upon a ſlight occaſin, £ 
of in Common diſcourſe, where there can 
be no. need of this high and Sacred confir- 
mation of our Words by God's Name}, un- 

leſs we have ſo ill behaved our felves that 

none can Truſt us, . without Pawning our 
Souls for every thing we fay; yetby uſing 

this Religious and Sacred Confirmation to 

every Trifle, 'we make our, very Oaths ſo 

cheap and contemprible, chat we ——_ 

EE E 2 the 


(28) 


the leſs, and not the more, for our- Vain- 
Swearing. | But, beſides the .Folly of this 

vile Cuſtom, it is a_ grievous Sin; | being the 

"molt expreſs breach of the; Third Com- 

- mandement, and the moſt profane way of 

Taking the Name of God inVain.; and though 

"Men may, account this a ſmall Fault in 
themſelves, or their Friend, God (who is to 

be-our Judge) will not hold them guiltleſs 

who commutit: He will not clear. them, nor 

tel it go wnpuniſhed, He will certainly condemn 

(w) LAY. them in the Laft. Judgment (w). As. the other 
En: 22” Tranſlation reads.that dreadful place.. And 
13 1, wn” as this Sin 15 condemned in the Old Law, fo 
Varab: this Swearing 11, our Communication, 1s {trict- 
Nequ enim *\y forbidden above all things (James V.1 2.) 
bebit em 10.the New Teſtament. Yea, the very Hea- 
+. pre theas condemn the Common uſing Gods 
hs. Name(s) ; and Heerocles very expielly ſaith, 
Chal.Per. We muſt 1i0t uſe, ani Oath frequently, nor- on or- 
AT ad % dinary Occaſions, nor for filling up our Diſcourſe, 
zeae Pe" nor t0 Confirm every Story we relate ; —for by the 
Cuſtom of Swearing often , Men ſoon fall to 

Swear faljly : which 1s the ſame with that of 

S. Fames, —leſt we fall into Hypocriſze. Its 

no doubt a horrid Impicty, to make the 
Dreadful Name of GOD, and his Terrible 
ES. 975 : FROG FOR! 1/715 hthD 


(29) 

Attributes fo cheap and vile, as to bring 
chem to Atteſt. the moſt foolih, falſe, or 
filthy things, which we vent in the Vaineſt 
Company ; and argues a Mind that either 
denies the Being of God, or at leaſt forgets 
his Power; and beſides, that it is the moſt 
daring Abuſe to Heaven, it 1s alfo a high 
Afront to all the Publick Judicatories in the 
World, fince the higheſt Security» that can 
be given for our Truth there , the moſt Sa- 
cred Bond of Human Society, the moſt Re- 
ligious Pledge of a Mans Fidelity, on which 
all our Lives and Fortunes may depend ; 1s 
by this bold Impiety rendred Mean and 
Contemptible;, proſtituted: to the Scorn of 
the Atheiſtical and Profane, yea, and made 
as Weak and unſecure, as it 15 Common and 
deſpiſed. A Sin without any Temptation 
toinviteto1t, or any Excuſe to be made for 
it; having neither Honour, Pleaſure, nor 
Profit in 1t, unleſs we count it Reputation 
to- Diſhonour God, ' Pleaſure to KA with 
Thunder, or Profat to deſtroy thoſe Immor- 
tal. Souls of ours , that arc of more Value 
than-a Thouſand: Worlds: A Wickedneſs 
taken up only by Imitation, and got by the 
curſed Society of the Debauched: and Teo: 

A : nc; 


(30) 
fane; and the continuance mn it 1s the more 
unpardonable, becauſe it may eaſily and 
certainly be amended, by a few ſerious 
Thoughts of God's Majeſty, by ufing the 
Company of 'Grave and Pious Men, and ei- 
ther giving them the freedom to admoniſh 
us, or impoſing a ſmall Penance on our fclyes 
for every Offence, till the wretched Cuſtom 
be overcome. Surely, nonebut a Profeſſed 
Atheiſt doth ever commit'this Crime, but 
meerly by Inconfideration; -and therefore 
all others (I hope) may eaſily be reduced: 
by thoſe Micthois, from the Profaning Gods 
| holy Name, and expoſing this Venerable 
part of Religion : to which, if this Diſcourſe 
may be ſubſervient, T hall rejoyce that I 
have reſcued the- Sacredneſs of Oaths from 
any degrees of Contempt. = 
Thirdly, I ſhall proceed to the laſt Parti- 
cular in the Text, viz; The endof an Oath, or 
the Cauſe moving Magiſtrates to- require 1t, 
that it may be an End of all flrife : tor the 
Accuſer mmpeaches;- and the Accuſed pleads 
Not Guilty, the Plamtiff demands, and the 
Defendant demes ; this is literally, *A#hnoyta, 
Co:t-overſie , or Strife; and Iſt theſe: con- 
trary Speeches ſhould produce perperual 
+= nn Wrangling, 


(31). 
Wrangling, the Witneſles Oaths are requi- 
red, that by the Truth they ſpeak, for which 
they bring in Almighty God for their Vou- 
cher, the Cauſe may be determined, and rhe 
Strife ended. And from this uſe of an Oath, by 
the Name of God,the DivineMajeRy himſelf 
doth, as it were, Judge berweenthe Parties ; 
and ſo I underſtand that Common Phraſe of 
bang tried, By God aud our Country,to fignifie, 
By the Witneſſes Oath,and the Jurors Verdi: tcx 
| Juſtinian ſaith by this uſe of Oaths, Mer ſeem 
roenter a Holy Temple when they come before a 
Tribunal—and God, rather than Man, appears to 
decide the Cauſe( y). Truth (as the Ancients 027 , pe 
ſpeak) lies1na deep Pit; and if any ching will (> RP 
draw it out,it muſt be the Fear of God, who is in Sacr9riis 
thus ſet before the Witneſſes Eyes, to engage my,” 
chem. by all the:r hopes of Mercy, to ſpeak Dewn # 
the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the —— 
Truth : And therefore, not only the Apoſtle, ye.Cod.1.2. 
but the Civil Law, calls it, 7he beſt Means to (559-3: 
determine Cauſes (z ). And the common Con: (z Mai 
ſcent of Mankind , hath made all our Lives, Pn: 
Liberties, and Eſtates, to depend upon an 247" wipay 
Oath whenſocver they are 1n que{tion, ſap- renin. 
- poſing this to be the ſureit and moit Sacred -—_—_ 
guard unto them, Nor 15 1t without great 


reaſon, 


(32). bo 
reaſon that ſo much ſtreſs is laid upon Reli- 
gious Oaths, ſince though another Man ſeem 
thereby to have our Lives and Eſtates 1n his 
Power; yet by this ſolemn Swearing He ſtakes 
his own Body and Soul., his Temporal and 
Eternal Welfare, againſt them : and ſince he 
can only bring us by a Falſe- Oath under _ 
ſome Temporal Penalty, while he firmly de- 
votes himſelf to Eternal Vengeance, he runs 
the greater Riſque, and loſes moſt of the 
two, who Swears talfly, if he do-but rightly 
con{ider it. For, as Plutarch notes, Every Oath 

Contains, either expreſly or implicitly , - a Curſe 

(M14 32 on the Taker , if it be falſe(a). And though 


TLCRY 


»drzm# theſe Curſes arc variouſly exprefled , - and 


> 


o/mM0rxudks 


Pluc. 9«ef. ſometimes only ſuppoſed, yet they are ver 
Kom. Areadful: fo = &s "op -F1S; ha" ihe _ 
uſe Ominous words, choſe rather to. Swear 
Elliprically, than to expreſs what was ſo hor- 
(Joh. 14. rjid : So Moſes Swears (b)—if you have not the 
A Land and there ſtops; but we -are to under- 
ſtand, Let me ſuffer all the Plagues due to Per- 
jury : yea, God himſelf imitates this form, I 
ſwear in myWrath, if they ſhall enter into my reſt, 
Hehbr.1v.3. where again the Curſe 1s under- 
ſtood.And the Scholaft upon Ariftophanes ob- 
ſerves, It was an Ancient Cuſtom thus to Swear 
Ellip- 


-more Solemn, they uſe 
'that of caſting away a Stone, and whing, The indanute- 


(33) 


Flliptically to avoid all Ominous words(c).Yet fome- (c) Me Hs 
 Ariltoph. 


times theſe words were expreſſed in moſt rerri- z,, 74." 


» 


ble forms againſt the Gentiles, Let the gods dejtroy Scholiaf. 


me(d); Let the Divine Vengeance fall upon my on ne Yo: 


-head, and my whole mo (e). And to make this 529eiv* 


divers Ceremonies, as Tis im 
pxors Yer au 


uvor * Tod. 


gods might ſo caſt them out of all, the City and Ca- (4)5yeron. 
-pitol being ſafe) if they did wittingly Swear falſly por [. 
© JMFIN, ZA- 


( f).So alfo the killing of ſome Beaſt in Sacrifice, ———_ 


and wiſhing, -They might be ſo ſlain, if they did not (fFeſtus 


ac verb.ſig- 


JpeakTruth(g):- And the quenching a Flaming a ea 


Torch ſuddenly, and praying, Their Life and Lapis, p.82. 

Light-might be ſo put out,if they deceived *; Which @) Eiv.hif. 
S | . 1 Rom.b:b.2r, 

laſt Ceremony was. ſometimes uſed amongſt + pojyyii, 


Chriſtians, and was ſolemnly performedin this ##0r.54.3. 


Nation, when the Oxths were taken to confirm 


Magna Charta. And though in our Modern 

Courts we now abſtain from Ominous Words, 
contenting our ſelves with that very Ancient 

Form,So help me God (h), yet the Senſe duly con- (hb) tte me 
ſidered, is as high.as full,and as terrible as any of 57 «mw. 
the former; for if we Swear falfly, we wiſh, That chid.4.s. 
Gods Grace and Favour, his Mercy and Providence, 1t4 Deos 


may forſake us ; that he may never helpus here nor RH 
hereafter, but leave us to periſh in this World, and in Cicero ds 
the World to come. And oh, how dreadful an Im- 2%” 


F PICca- 
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£34) 
precation isthis, He that after his Pledge given for 
his Truth, dares tell a Lie for favour or Malice, nei- 
ther fears God, nor loves himſelf; he is a deſperate 
Wretch.unfit for Human Society, and really doth far 
more miſchief to himſelf than to bis adverſary. And 


| ſince an Oath is thus guarded, we may well be 


content it ſhould end all Strife among us, for no 
greater Security under Heaven can be given or 
deviſed. Now from this deſcription of the Exd 
of an Oath, wewill obſerve, _ 

That Perjury,c{pecially in Courts of Juſtice,is:s 
heinous and horrid Impiety : the very End of theſe 
Courts is to find out7ruth,and But to ſpeak falſly 
there, though by ſuch as are not upon their 
Oath, is to affront the Vice-gerents of God, and 
wickedly.to delign to pervert Judgment, as well 


as to make that. holy Inſtitution uſelefs, which. is 


the great Security of all Socigtics. But when Men 
come raSwear,God himfclt 1s directly appealed 
co,the Searcher of all Hearts is ſet upon the Tri- 
bunal, and che Perjured Wretch Lies not wnto 
Men,but- unto God, Acts V.4, He defies the King of 
Heaven to-lus tacc, and atironts him. openly in 


 ſomeot histendereſt Artribures,disbelieving his 


Truth, trarapling on his 7«ſtice,and defpiling his 
Power. yea,he makes (as much as inhim hes) the 
Righteous God a Party to that Falſhood, by which 

ES - 4 he 


(35) = 
he Murders or Robs his Neighbour ; ſaying, as 
Philo hath clegantly expreſſed it, 0 God, I ſhould 
not be believed but for thy Name, and therefore I uſe 
thee for the Cloak of my Injuſtice , I would not be diſ- 
covered in my fin, do thou help me,and take the blame -, 
on thy ſelf;for though I am a Tranſgreſſor by thy Name, 
T ſhall paſs for an Honeſt man; thou neither loveft | 
Truth,nor puniſheft Falſhood (7). This horrid Blaſ- (5) Philo de 
phemy is the import of all Perjury, the very I- = for. 
mage of the Falſc-Swearcrs Thoughts,and can | 
any thing be more wicked?This accurſedSin,not 
only flies in the-Face of God, but by gilding fa- 
tal Lies with his Name, nuſleads that SacredAu- 
thority he: hach fer over us for' ſecuring our 
Rights,and:cndcayours to make thac the Inftru- 
ment of their Revenge and Cruelty ; 1t impoſes 
upon the moſt upright Fzrzes, with defign to 
make them Partners inthe Crime; it robsan-[n- 
nocent mar of his good Name,tus Eftate, his Lt- 
berty, nay, his very Life, it their falſe Witneſs be 
believed: Or if the Zurors be the Perjured Men, in 
fpight of all Evidence, it reſcues the greateſt and 
moſt dangerous Malefactors(by a Partiality that 
defics Heaven) from the Juſtice of the Law, and 
entu—_— only them, but others tocom- 
mt the hike Crimes, And whoſoever they. be, 7u- 
_ rors or Witneſſes, who regard not their i 
F' 5 0 


(36) 


do what in them lies,to ſubvert the Laws,to rake 


away the Adminiſtrationof Juſtice, and to raine 
the Community they live in, by baffling this 
Great and Sacred Inſtrument of our Peaccand 


Safery.If they do this for Fear or Favour, it ſhews 


they valueMer more thanGod,and dare purchaſe 
Their Love with his utmoſt Diſpleafure : If they 
are Perjur'd for Hire, they ſell their Souls for a 
VilePrice,and purchaſe aReverſion inHlell, which 
they ſhall inherit for ever: If they doit in Malice, 
it1s like the Crime of Witches , who give their 
Souls to the Devil tor ever, tobe cnabled to doa 
tranſient harm to their Neighbours. And what- 
cver be the Principle it ſprings from, yea, and 
whatever event 1t have as to the Party Accuſed, 
the Perjur'd Man deyotes himſelf to al theCurſes 
uu Gods Book,and cuts himſelf off from all hope 
of theDivineHelp for cver;and therefore theQld 
Romans allotted no Human Puniſhment for this 


Sin, bur left the Criminal to the more terrible 


{&)Fertul. 
Apot. c.2B. 


Vengeance of the gods, who were moſt dire&tly 
aftconted by it{ 4);theGreeks believed,it brought 
ruine and deſtruction to the Man, and all his: 


» rem Re- | | 
* feripr, Alex. Poſteriry(4). Yet,left rheſe who fear none but Hu- 


Aug. 1mp. 
{!) Heſiod. 
{$Þ7 2) 14+ 


man Penalties ſhoald be hardened by Impunity 
fromMer.(tor it they dreaded the Vengeance of 
God they durit not commut this Crime )therefore 

| = I It 


(37) : 

it wasSOcdained,that if any were convidt of Perjury,. 
who' had ſworn onthe Holy Goſpets,his Tongue ſhould 
becut out,as of no-uſe for ever after(m).And all Laws (m)Ectey. 
deprive thele Wretches of the Priviledge of 1gj- 1005 
wing 1 eftimony 1n any other Caule, and their Cre- T;.28.5.2. 
dit1s Ecernally blaſted; The Indians cut off their | 
Fingers and Toes,to reduce then to Beggery and: 
Shame ; the Egyptians put them to Death, as un- 
worthy toLiveamong Mankind after ſo inexcu-: 
ſable a Wickedneſs. - But whatever they ſuffer 
here, Damnation doth awalt- them 1n the: next. 
World, unleſs they do Repzar«fincerely, and. 
make Satisfaction alſo. But I hope, we need 
aggravate this Crime no. further; but having 
ſuryeyed all-che Particulars of the Text, may 
now palsto the Application. And that which. 
naturally follows trom the Pcemilles, is, | 
. Firſt, Thagall Perſons:concerned be.yery Cau- 
tious in taking Oaths, and that when they come 
to Swear, they do 1c with all Religious Fear and 
Reverence ; not only as being immediately in 
GodsPreſence, but.as making a dire<t Appeal to 
him,and offering theis Souls as a Pledge tor the 
Truth of what they ſhall ſpeak ; and though che 
thing they Swear be neverſo-Truc,yer this Ap- 
plication. 4s ſo venerable,and- ſo.high a.piece of 
Religion;that icought to be. done with all Gra- 

: vity 


UMI 


(38) 
vity and humble Reverence ; and if they be ſo ta- 
ken,ro confirm a known and: certun 7ru th,they 
doexcecdingly tend to the Honour of God, and to 
theBenefit of Mankind and are fo very lawful,chat 
we may as well ſcruple tomake Application tw 
Gods Mercyin Prayer, asto his Zruthin Solemn 
Swearing, on a Juſt Occafionz cſpecrally, fince 
it is evident by Reaſon and Umverfal Practice, 
thatthe Worid cannot well be Governed, nor Fu- 
ſtice Diſpenſed without themgand it 18-rheAbule 
of them, not the Serious and Juſt uſe of 0aths, 
thatoughtto be avgided. | 
Secondly, When we have taken them, lerus 
be very feartul of breaking them,and makeCon- 
ſcience of anſwering and aCting mevery Poine 
agrccable to what we have Sworn; letusfear no 
Arger,but that of Heaven,nor ſeckno Favour,bue 
that of God, nor wiſh for any Gain, but the Peace 
of a good Conſcience. We ſee, that the Laws of God 
and Men have put the End of all Strife upon our 
Fidelity, fuppoling we are Chriſtians and Honeſt 
men, whoFear the Lord of Hoſts, and value our 
ownSeuls,and we have gfventhic greateſt Securi- 
ty underHeaven,thac we will be Impartial. Now, 
how vile and: infamous-a Crime will it-be in us; 
to betray his Truſt, to. abuſe the Fudge of all the 
#orldand his Vice-geremts,cowrong the —_— 


(39) | 

and deſtroyour own SoulgOne would imagine, 
nothing” could tempt a Rational Man to ſuch 
anActat the too frequent.and fad Experience of 
Oppoſite, yea of Contradiftory Oaths (in this Impi- 
ous Age of ours) did not convince us, that no- 
thing 1s too. monſtrous or unreaſonable for an 
111 Mento do.If Popiſh Zealets, by Alatances of 
Diſpenſation,werethe only Perſons;who aſſumed 
the Impudence to commur this Crime, 1twould 
not be ſo very ſtrange: But for Us, wiw ſay, No 
Pawer on Earth canCancel this Sacred Bond of an 
Oath, tor Us to Pctjure our ſelves, is at once our 
| Shame,and the Worlds Wonder;doubtlets fuch 
Men deſferye not only the bare Paniſhments of 
the Law,but co ſuffer an Umverſal Deteftation, 
that as they are the Bare of our Government, 
the Scandat of our Religion,and the Enemres of 
God,ſo they may beeſtecmed: and tteared as the 
Foes of all Mankind, until by Sorrow and Repen- 
tance they ſhall own theit Fax/ts, and revurn toa 
better Mind.  , NE | 

Finally, Let us Blek.the' Ha/y Name of God for 
our Good Laws, and'thecSecurity we enjay by 
them, fince ro Man can Iirt us in Body,in Goods, 
or Good Name,withourt yenturing the Damnation 
of his own Soul; we have excellent Methods to 
find out the Gzilty, and clear the Innocent. And 


though 
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_-  .thouehEvilMen will claim zrjafthy,accuſe fal/ly, 
of deny their /Gzilt Te, | ra _ 
have::ſo' Fuft and fo ' Prident Magiſtrates on 
Earth,and ſo Righteous and Powerfula G O D 1n 

, Heaven, we may rationally hope, that all Per- 
Jury, Falſhood, and Tnjuftice, (hall be diſcovered | 
either Here, or Hereaftcr.' Cicero-mentions a 
Falſe-witneſs atRome,who was ſtruck Dumb juſt 
as He was pronouncing that part of his Oath, 

Gn) Cicerd, — If ] willingly ſpeak-jal/ly(z).Butif ſuch Ven- 


2.1,  gcance'be not:Now' preſently'executed, let” ns 


* notdeſpair; for there is a Great Afi coming, 
where all Errors in Judgment ſhall be retified, 
and all Falſe-Swearers diſcovered and condem- 

__ned;; Burnt wouldprevent many a fad Senterice 
at that Dreadful Day; and hinderall Publick Þ:ju- 

- ftice herc,if all thatare called to this Daty would 
very ſeriouſly remember, That hey Swear by the 
Greater ; and ſotheir Ozthfor Confirmation, would 
ever be a Juſt Erd of all Strife * Which God of His | 
Mercy grant, for Jeſus Chrifts ſake ; towhom, with 
the Father. aud the Holy Spit8k;-be' all \ Honour and 
Glory, now,and for evermge, Amen. lk 
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